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Italy and North Africa, Middle East, Persia-Iraq, India, South-East
Asia, and East Africa. Within that quota at intervals of every three
weeks or so Commanders-in-Chief will select the men to come home,
This leave plan must be subject to war needs in each theatre, and the
Commander-in-Chief has complete discretion to suspend it on that
account if necessary. Again, it will clearly need review when hostilities
with Germany come to an end, at which time the claims upon shipping
and man-power of the Government release plans, which of course are
on a vast scale, would have to claim priority. The application of this
scheme to British officers and men in the Indian Army will be the
subject of a later announcement. The numbers concerned here are
not very great.

Of course the existing arrangements for posting men home on
urgent compassionate grounds will continue unaffected by this leave
scheme, as will also the entitlement to repatriation of men who have
served continuously overseas for those periods which my right hon.
Friend indicated in this House on September 26th as the present
objective in the reduction of the overseas tour of service in the Army.
This is in addition to, and not in substitution for, anything going
on now.

No doubt the shortening of the overseas tour in the Army is much
better than a system of short leave at home. No doubt also the working
of this leave plan will give rise to inequalities as between man and man.
Nevertheless, I commend this plan to the House because I feel that
the impossibility of achieving any general overall reduction in the
Army overseas tour should not preclude all hope of seeing their families
for those who cannot be posted home. The Secretary of State for War
informs me that a scheme of this nature, although it must for obvious
reasons be limited in scope, will be welcomed by the Army overseas
as a genuine effort to meet, to some extent, the natural desire for leave
of those who have been serving abroad for long periods, and his opinion
is confirmed by the strongly-expressed views of Commanders-in-Chief.
This I can myself corroborate, as the result of recent talks with General
Wilson and General Alexander.

I hope it may prove possible that a contingent of men from the
Mediterranean theatre may benefit by this leave scheme in time
to be with their families for Christmas. From the more distant theatres,
men will arrive home in the early weeks of the New Year. The problem
of the British Armies in North-West Europe is different. It may be
that within a reasonable time it will be possible to institute some
system of short leave to the United Kingdom on the lines enjoyed by
our Armies in France and Belgium in the last war. But such plans
must turn on events we can none of us foresee. They depend on
how the great battles go.
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